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About the speaker 

Adrian de Villiers was born in Pretoria in 1972 

and was schooled at Pretoria Boys High School.  

In 1997, he obtained his Bachelor’s degree in 

Architecture at the University of Pretoria.  

He is currently enrolled in a Master’s program 

on 'Conservation of the built environment’ with 

the University of Cape Town.  

From 1998, Adrian worked as a registered pro-

fessional architect in a number of Pretoria archi-

tectural practices, until he joined the National 

Department of Public Works in 2010.  

He holds the position as Chief Architect, Herit-

age Advisory Services, a sub-directorate of Ar-

chitectural Services.  

His duties chiefly involve working with consult-

ants and departmental officials on renovation 

projects which involve the Department’s nu-

merous historic buildings.  

From time to time, he is also called on to advice 

with regard to the Department’s collections of 

historic furniture and art. 

From a young age, his per-

sonal interests, apart from a 

love for the natural environ-

ment, have always been 

connected with the conser-

vation and repair of historic 

objects, whether these be 

mechanical objects, furni-

ture, clocks or antique reed 

organs. 
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